
Foreign national (FN) 

and US Citizen (USC) 

spouse initiate case 

with attorney 

Attorney sends draft forms 

to clients for review and 

comments 

Clients review draft 

forms and send  

comments to Attorney 

Clients send completed 

questionnaires and available 

documents to Attorney 

USCIS issues receipt 

notices for the filings 

Attorney sends 

questionnaires and checklist 

of documents to clients to 

gather information 

 

Attorney finalizes forms and 

arranges for clients’ signatures 

(in person or by mail) 

Start 

 Clients (USC and FN  
together) attend interview. 
At conclusion, permanent 

residence is generally  
approved. 
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USCIS mails permanent 
residence (green) card  

to FN 

1-3 days 

7-14 days 

1-2 days 

< 12 hours 

Clients sign forms and  

provide checks and  

remaining supporting 

 Documents to Attorney 

 Attorney prepares  
Clients for interview 

Marriage-based 

Attorney compiles package for 

filing, scans for her file, and 

mails originals to USCIS 

USCIS schedules  

biometrics appointment  

for FN 

Foreign national attends  

biometric appointment ≈ 3 weeks 

USCIS approves  

work and travel card  

and mails to FN 

< 24 hours 

≈ 8 weeks 

USCIS schedules clients 

 for interview 

≈ 12 months 

from initial 

filing 

<24 hours 

≈ Approx. 3 

weeks 

≈ 2 weeks 
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